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CLASSICS Continued

Among the dazzling islands that
launched a thousand myths, we love .

ALONISSOS Idyll
" The Chora, a quest,

ureventful liede village that

first got elecoricity in 1988, is ideal for

thaso craving ranguillity. The barbor

below is easily reached by bus or

taxd, and the coast is patrolfed by

repular excursion boats, Alopissos

Jgr covers the bayics, including

the lgland’s many agreeabis hoels.

CEPHALONIAs Light Show

#70 Cephalonia had its maoment
of gory as the setting for
the film Captain Corel¥'s Mondain
One of the movie's locations was
Myruos Beach, whose waters amit
an astonishing, unearthiy glow whan
sunlight reflecs ofl the white-pebble
sezbed—a sight so spectacular that
thiz fdmmakers wee aocused of
fakimg it The ramibling Sami Beach
Hotel esrms mantian by virtue of
the encrmous charm of i owners
Grock-Americans from Chicago
(¥0-26740- F1814; samibeachhotel gr;
doubles, §104-$123),

CORFL S Fiece of Venice

*7 T Say. musch of this cince-
baautiful Island las sulfered

the onward march of concrers; at

leasz its splendid ald Veneoan wwn

endures. At it centar s & hupe

explanade where the Liston, o

pondarsus row of arcaded buildemgs.
wtill atocs wel-to-do landers o
its elegant coffeehouses. |ust uphill

i the beloved Cavalierd | 30-166|0-
19041, cavalieri-hotel. com; doubles,
$155-5194). as woll as the Rex,

the place for sland speciaites

{64 Capodistriou; 30-26610-39649;
entress, $9-516),

FOLEGANDROS'
Comely Cubim

" 7 Folegandros is home po
the Greelk klands” premiest

white-cube village, Chora, which

ks perehed dramatically on the
edge of a 630-foot cliff. Many bouses
have been rebuilt, and the restored
Yeneoan fartifications embrace
charming squares. The “blue fing"
{saa-wiew) roams at Anemomilos
Apartments ire best (30.22860-
4130% anemomilosapartments com;
doubles, §149-5200),

HYDRA 5 Seennd Aot

# Greoce’s first touria hot
73 spot, Hydra, fell sut of favar
in the sixtes, its srylish chentels
driven pway by an excets of day.
trippars. Today, though, the ishnd
B g arorscting the stylisl,

High sbove tho classic farbar—
a horseshoa-shaped ancharige
puarded by tll. somber captains’

howuses—is the Bratsera, an (8B40
sponge factory converted into

& srmall hovel complete with a
wwirmming pool (30-22980.53971,
bramera.com; doubles, §1B8-52165)

LEFKAS' .":'-rrl'l-.l.lnrﬂ] Beach

" 7 Porto Katsikl, the best beach
in the whiole of Grasce, i
reached through a stees pine forest
that ands on high cliffs af white,
brown, and geld limesoone. Mighty
boulders divide tho beach inmo thres
areas, each with its own distinet
rrit af white pebbles, marbhe "huck
shat," and white sand . Skip the
ekt aff hoeeds in Nidri in favor of
the Hotel Lefkas m Leflada (30-
26450-13916; e-leflas griharnelieficas;
doublss, § 48},

MYRKONOS's Beautiful Feople

#7513!#!'"-: 50 years of mourism,
this tiny island retaing its soie

and dignity. The white-cube archi-
DECIUFE 18 & near-perfect backdrop
for the jeimesss dorde wha nightly
stroll the winding streets. Mewer
hotels inclsde the Belvedere,
favored by Europeans (30-228%0.
25112; belvederehotel com: doubles.
$382-5751), and the Saint John,

in tha sowth {I0-228%0-28752:
mingpohn.gr) doubles, $349-5400)

NISSYROS s Smaldering Charms

“7 i ewer there was a valcano
thar could be deseribed as
charming, Missyros s it Onee you
arriee wia an pxcursion boat from
Kot {see kosinfo gr), IC's an easy

drive to the gently steaming caldors
Ar sea lewel, there's an excollent
sl restaurant in the lictle village
of Mondrakd and a ramshackle
thermal spa. notable for i
sulfureis waters,

SANTORINT s Ultimate View

"7 Perched nearly a thousand
feet up on the lip of o huge
ainken valcano, Fira s amother fine
wehtite-cube hill town, At one besst
by wwarma of backpackers nnd erujss-
boaters. By day, evary wall is hung
with tourise tae: by night, the air
pulses with mind-numbing disce
The restored town of Ot shares an
equally dramatic view of the voicano.
Recommandsd hotely includo the
Perivolas (30-22860-7| 08 perivels
gir: doubles. 8551) and Zannos
Melathron (30-22840-28720;
rannowgr: sultes. $541-%1,250),

SKIATHOS Y Beaches Galare

"7 Muich wisiced In the inter-
war years by rovaley and
milllznaires on yachis, Kowkou-
naries Beach used to be regarded
s the beat, bit there are many
others. Current favorites include
Mandruki, a bay concealed by huge
plne tress, and Banana, for nudists
Skiathod Town has red-tiled rools
and has remamed remarkably inmce
pirchiteciurally. Meardy infinite
lodging opons include sister hotols
The Bourttl snd The Pathas { 10-
24IT0-21304: hu-mlb-nurmp-,
doublas, $97-51219 and $65-F104,
respacuvely) —Ran Hall

tent national liquor, ruks, and with pastries, fruit, cake, home-
made gout cheese, and liters of local wine, They will give vou
for free everything they sell—and then, just sometimes, they
will disappenr. If they wre under a certain age, if they are male,
il they are unlucky. Indeed, this is no country for voung men.
But then again, maybe it never was,

Phe lustory of Crete 1s a tale of early death, of heroic seli-
sacrifice, of ferocious resistance (o occupying powers. of often
fatal nobility. When the Nazis invaded Crete m 1941, every
mian, woman, iand child “ran to the nearest scene of action to
altack the enemy, urmed os they were. with guns that anvone
would have sworn were taken from some museum,” as George
Psychoundakis reportsin his classic World War [T memoir, The
Crefan Rumner. The Greek army was on the mainland, fending
off the Italinns, At the time of the invasion, the only defenders
left on the island were untrained, absurdly armed. and over-
whelmingly courageous civilians,

Inevitably, they lost—but the damage they inflicted on the
Nazis in the process is the stuff of legend. In the first day of
the iightung alone. the Germans lost roughly two thousand

e

paratroopers. All through the cccupation, they continued to
lose face—and blood. The loculs kidnapped their generals,
provided shelter for their Allied enemies, and torched their air-
planes. For this, they were bratally punished: Whole villages
were burned to the ground, the young men methodically shot
Cretan Josses were lurge, but Cretan pride was larger still.

In their centuries-long fight ugainst successive occupi-
ers—Romans, Venetians, and Turks—the Cretans have cov-
ered themselves m glory, if not always victory, To drive around
the island as | did 15 to take a course not only i geographical
splendor and social joie de vivre but in malitary heroism: Every
monastery has been the scene of bloody self-sacrifice, every
crumbling wall contains o Turkish canmonball, every beach
cove has sheltered resistance fighters, In the most beautiful
guest room | have ever mhabited, in the Elia Traditional Hotel,
an old gun shaftis concealed under the writing desk.

What the Cretans have done i the service of freedom would
cause many 4 medided hghter-pilot of our day 1o blanch. But
then again, the same fearless pride that drives their assault
on oppressors also powers their blood feuds Without o Ger-
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