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INTERNATIONAL LIFE

A new touch of class on Mykonos

By Hmtlu:f Tlmus

KOMNOS, Grnu
b s well after mn!mgh: 6 0 wesk-
d

with tourists clutching pricey drinks

capped by giant fruit ksbobs, Fueled by
aloohol or perhops juat insplred by the
warm moonlit night, one young couple
leap from the crowded walkway into

ﬂw water bolow, ing.

several minutes stri

Togting and drag themselves out of the
s white skirt now

transparent. Most af the crowd above

Py 0o ifention.

Mykonos. & rocky, sceub-strewn out-
cropping in the middie of the Aegran
Sen, enjoys o bit of i tangled reputstion. o
If's w of the most papulas, tnd moat
expensive, of the Greek fsles, ovn
thongh it can be baked by the sun or

lmé wind in the summar, Bat that
pupuLxrl? augnanted by the steady
siTeam o hu.'lums:l. clubbers, gy men,
college and nudists who have come
ashore in the past few decades
tended to put off travelers who feal Ihq'
harve put their spring break years hehind
them and are not interested in & shop-
plog in & villnge where stores spec:n!h
g in condoms or o l‘krmghhnus
up against the Patek Philip)

In recent pears, though, e

5‘

d 1o reflect o clean-lined. cool
aesthatle, strewn with white deapes that
flow seductively in the breeze, New
boutique hotels and restsurants con-
centrate on lintmldu. und unusual,
nrty details, and many hove D.Ls whose
msandate i3 o create ,Em' vibe
rather than keep time for gyrating hips.
. L{ihhlﬂnnd?nsamp]merhn rEprE
sents the “new” Mykoaos {while not en-
trely disenrding afl remnants of the

nl\l } it i the Belvedere Hotel, an ime
¥ tad co

‘mlrwr upa il overlac ing the town
of Mykonos {also known o5 Choral — a
fowes-covered jumble of white, cubed
baildings and mesndering, cobbled S5
atrests that Iy swests with
cmw.i in ul nnd Aagust.

's ley wireaction is s
«udwr mu:unun, Matsuhis, one
more International outpost of the res
tmeratenr Nobuyukl Matsuhlsa. Sushi s
Mykonos? As i5 the case with nearly
unythinE else here, the right answer is
“Hey, why not?” Neacty all of the ish is
Tlown in, pot from Jocal waters.

The lvedere's  multi-pls
poalside har nrea ls thick with bougain-
villew and greenery, with panoramic
views of the harbor, windscreens,
draped conches and glant beds for ous-
Jing, During a recent visit, three mex in
kl iz amoked cigars on three
sld.e—by=hi= keds, while nearby s group
of fresh-ficed women in struppy dresses
slpped axpensive fresh fruit dal

The benutiful peopls can also be
found at the Sea Satin cestnarant. (In
fact, on # recent night, a table of what
coibd easily have been 10 members of
Gisele Bundchen’s extended  family
dined in one cornes)

On the fir side of the harbos, undar
Mykonos's trademark windmills, wnd
‘with enndle-lighted tables set just near
the water's edge, the restaurant 1a 1 jew-
al-like setting for dinner, nl:ﬂmngh llu'

Wioaan

— represents thie “new® Mykonos, The mey

can sometimes be jarri ot visitors qui
nnuv:nmg,wuu lo mt.h.r_irm-plln 1 you're sitting n o an gven]
ng:a the: myan car-  meal nt 10 of later and topping wﬁﬁ
eylng on a I.Eflpbunz comversstion for  several hoars of m'ju:x 2 walk
maost af the time. Later, » group of Greek  through the strests of Cl 3, you'Te un-

man and women in their 30 — the
women wrapped in catwalk-worfhy
Flpaty sumnmee gear — swayed drunk:
only in thelr sents over o table sirewn
vmh empty wine bottles

Mykonos has a clock all its own that

likely to spring out of bed early in the
morning  Thus, erowds dan't start
showibg up at Mykonos's main besches
until the latn marning, or even the early
afiemoan.

On their own, Mykonos's beaches
dom't do much to explain lhz Island's
popular]

‘ F =, ty. The waier surro
(el AR feomos is o crystal-clear aquamarine,
" e EDONIL and while the beaches themselves are
starkly beautiful, they are also narrow,
o ALaarih or crowded, occasioonlly rocky and
y resched Uu!;v
GREECE usty, fwisting rosds oc
e o Besch
" e T
e G - i
| 3 o hedonlsm. A hulf
LS N
— % wxfﬂ: and ui It draws :Hﬂ!ﬂdlhnd s
ey with duep ek It ll.BD has its share of
| Pdinee. topless women, ¥ bench-bum juys
and the occasional , all sunning

The Jtelvedere Hotel, above — with itx mnlrrpl'amrmrdpmm bnrﬁlr’?‘:hﬁr rrnw i panoramic views f the hlrh\r

wly resfored Ostraco Suites,

themselves to dance hin ped out by one
the restaurants ;ﬂm
lfyuulhenﬁhe:‘mﬂxﬂrmzhuhn
|=m on tap at Porodise Besch, or
, the enthusiastically nmi
Taradise Beach,

n S Fu

there gre ﬂl,a emaller ones o 3
o, they'll often mqulr! a

car or scooter It's worth noting that

Mykonos's mods run the gamut from

nell pmd highways to narrow goal

umuhbem-t

itn .Alhmlln

m;ﬁ’tu: day yio Mykoms n the high
season | r and August. Ferries,

e e e W
imou and tie two to 3ix
lue Star Ferris, www.bize-

bam!_u

WHERE TO STAY The Bobedere Hotel,
(30-2289) 025 12, wvwbﬂmirxr—
hoteleom,

rooms are €370 a nght, or $460,

beaches
mthnmmlmAglnuSoauLiu:t-(ell
miles noctheast of Chora. The
beach is of pale nuﬂ.mumﬁ \\‘lnd)‘
in the summer (and with a relenticss
:‘l;nlhbu; E’l'lhnul wny of the music or
chuiry or un wors
pers of the Pmsbeu:h "}ﬁ
stongs moon hills af o8
ns: above lt.mlpdull&‘i b
cove on the north

From
tnent gway the tanned, self-con-

scious magzes.

GETTING THERE Frum Athens,
Ahnﬁiﬂmlcwgﬂhmeumn

W o
L oW

0|| ‘the waterfront it the Mykonos
G0-1289). 02 230,
com,  which

alwo stylish and quict. There is a small
und most ronms huve 3 view of the

arbor, T at €285 until

recent mopmd after renovation with
a ‘608 foel. Doubles with o sen
viw atart at £343 a night through early

expensive and mors attractive i
the Osraco Suites, (30-2269) 023 39,

hote]
duplex iuhu.lme
e
£330 in the high
Thehl:mrmnusn (30-2289) uﬂt: 980,
et bl T e of o

the end of.
bost bt ]nk:ﬂ drop sharply in
September and stuy low until june

'WHERE TO EAT AND DRINK Travelars
tireed of expenaive drinks ar gryl:hun
could do no better on

g

- Kikl's Place. a small outdoar n:u.aur-m

zklhrlugmd'i il on the edge

Soslu. shaded by & canopy n! Mn.n

from the trees growing throu)

the floor. Pamnc\zhglpa bere, a5 Hsueb
o long line of patrons walting

for a table ar lunchtime. There is no

Mykomas, u rucky, scrub-stresis

ulmqupdrqq it the midelle af the Acgran
Thars nelergane o hit of o mukeover

in rm:nl vears: Niw ot fdely

winel ety comcenitrote on

i v iwnel wimsial, arty dednlls.

AR fuft, hieses iy thie Alefermnedros
ay. Abuve, the Sen Satin restmiront,
vt copsilles-gheted rohles set ot
e the wator's ecdpe, o be elther o
suubfuil or @ very Hvefy setring.

endephone; 20 to Agios Soatis beach and
ask Lunch for two is about £4%,
(30-2289) 026 120, & new
restanrant [n Chom, mizes style uml
Nrri;ll(m' withous an emebitant
g, Dinsey ent clamic Greek foo n a
rne:-ﬂmnd yard. Dinner for two with
a bottle of wine was about €104
Entrin, (30-2289) 022 169, said to b a
m!ullm af Arstotle Onessis, seems to
cost over quality. Frozen
hed with rose petals and
fora promising start, but the
mb:mlr: was - insipid and the bill for
dinner for two with 8 moderately priced
bottle of wine was more than €200,
The New Tork Times

&Illnb

newspapers. Bleftherocypin and
Eleftheros Typos According to s law
paised in 2001 after the sinking in
2000 of & 34-year-ald m.lt which
caused 80 deaths, o ferryboat must be
pist ot 6f servior after 30 years, mean-
ing about half of the ferries in Greses,
or 38 boats, must be replaced by 2008,
{AFF)
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» EDINBURGH Hotel Elman, ner the mountain resort
of Garmisch-Parteniirchen, broke out
""’“"'d' open Fr|nge casly Sunday. Hundreds of irefightess
of actors, some from Austrie
mn!lﬂhﬂl lmi mimes descanded on “The avacuated guests were ghven
IJ! Senttish ﬂpil:] Sum!lr fm the shelter ina ugarhy milltary ba mch.
n%n Fringe — the  the police said.
wurln! lr: nru Eestival an
A.rﬂw Lo most democratic = CORFU, Greece
ri

nd puton o Tebing s~ Greece tries seaplanes

diverse program whose L300 shows Seaplnnes are making u comeback in

® MADRID: An Alr Madeld aleliner
boind for Lima left Madeid after 2 20-




