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A Swmgmg Aegean Isle Now Attracts the Grown-Ups

By HEATHER TI\'IMDNS

T is well after midnight on a weekend
night in late June and the narrow, high
sidewalk that hugs Mykonos's harbar (s
cramemed with wurists clutching pricey
drinks capped by giant frult Kabobs
Fueled by alcohol or perhaps just inspired
by the warm moonlit night, one young cou-
ple leap from the crowded walkway into the
water below, whooping. They spend several
minutes struggling to gain their footing and
drag themselves out of the océan, the wom-

Boutique hotels and chic
restaurants are helping
to redefine Mykonos.

an’s white skirt now trensparent. Most of
the crowd above pays o attention.

Mykonos, a rocky, scrub-strewn outcrop-
ping in the middle of the Aegean Sen, enjoys
& bit of a tangled reputation. It"s one of the
most popular, and most expensive of the
Greek isles, even though it can be baked by
the sun or raked by wind in the summer. But
that populerity — augmented by the steady
stream of hedonists, clubbers, gay men, col-
lege ids and nudists who heve come ashore
in the past few decades — has tended 1o put
off travelers who feel they have put their
spring break years behind them and are not

in

tattoos jostle up against the Patek Philippe

In recent years, though, the island has m-
dergone bit of a makeover, Many of the old-
er hotels have been recantly revamped to
reflect a clean-lined, cool sesthetic, strown
with white drapes that flow seductively in
the breeze, New boutique hotels and restou-
rants concentrate on simplicity, and un-
usuel, arty detafls, snd many have D.J's
whose mandaté if to créate a background
vibe rather than keep tme for gyrating
hips.

If this island has one place that repre-
sents the “new!” Mykonos (while not entirely
d.iuamm all remnants of the “old7) it is

Hotel, an imposingly well-
g.md complex perched halfway up n hill
overlooking the town of Mykonos (aiso
known as Chora) — a flower-covered jum-
bie of white, cubed bulldings and meander-
ing, streets that practically sweats
with crowds In July and August.

The Belvedere's key strraction 1s its oul-

door restaurant, Matsuhiss, one more in-
Jm(lnm.l outpost of - the Testaurateur

i Sushi in Ag
is the case with nearly anything else here,
the right answer is “Hey, why not?* Nearly
all of the fish is fown in, not from local wa-
ters,

The Belveders's multiplatformed pool-
side har ares is thick with bougainvillea and
greenery, with panoramic views of the har-
bar, windscreens, draped couches and glant
bads for lounging. During a recent wvisit,
three men in khaki shorts smoked cigars on
three side-by-side beds, while nesrby a
group of fresh-faced women in strappy
dresses sipped expensive fresh frult dalgul-
ris. An mside; When exactly did sipping
cockinils while lying propped up on a bed be-
come something glamorous 1o do In public?

The beautiful people can also be found at
the Ses Satin restaurant. (In fact, on & re-
cent night, & teble of what could ensily haye
been 10 members of Gisele Bundchen's ex-
tended family dined in one corner. )

On the far side of the harbor, under Myko-
nos's teademark windmills, and with can-
dle-lighted tablas set just near the water's
edge, the restaurant i o jewel-like setting
for dinner, aithough the crowd can some-

times be jarring. On one evening, & couple in
thelr 30's split & huge lobster that must have
cost at least §110 — the man carrying on 2
cullphone conversation for most of the time.
Later, a group of Greek men and women In
thelr 20°s — the women wrapped in catwalk-
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OGETTING THERE

From Athens, Aegean Air and Olympic
Alr egch have st least one flight & day to
Mykonos in the high seasan (July and Au-
gust). Ferries, hydrofoils and cotama-
rixns run from Athens to Mykonos, and
take two 10 skx hours. See Blue Star Fer-
ries, www bluestarforries.com.
WHERE TO STAY

The Belvedere Hatel, (30-2188) 025
www.belvederehotel.com, has rooms dec
orated in white with marble baths, Sind
ard sea-view rooms are 5400 a night, at
§1.23 o the euro, through mid-September.

On the waterfront is the Mykonos The-
oxenls, (30-2288) 022 230, www
.mykonostheoxenia. com, which recently
reopened after renovation with & 60
Iounge feel. Doubles with & sea view start
at $423 o night through early September.

Less expensive and more attractive is

the Chtrace Suites, (30-1235) 023 366, www
Jastracogr, 8 16-minite walk from town.
1 estared hote] has gorgeous
3, o mellow poolside ber and
sturt ot §406 in the

wirw_harmonyhotel.gr, a spotlessly remo-
woted on the edge of Chora, is also
ylish and quiet, There amll poal
and most rooms have a view of the har-
bor, Double rocms start ot §245 until tha
end of August.

Most hatel prices drop sharply in Sep-
tember and stuy low until June,
wHEI‘lE TO EAT AND DRINK

I 5 tired of expensive drinks or
4 could do no better on Mylo-

branches from the three rees growing
through the [loor. Patience helps here, &s
there is typleally & long line of patrons
waithng for & table at lanchtime. There is
no telephone; go to Agios Sostis beach
and ask. Lunch for two is about $51.

Mamacas, (30-2250) 026 120, a new res-
taurant in Chors, mixes style and sim-
plicity without an exorbltant price tag,
Diners eat classic Groek food in a tree-
covered yard. Dinner for two with a bartls
of wine wis about §135,

Katein, (30-2248) 022 169, sa3d to be & fa-
wvorite of Aristolle Onassis, seems (o em-
phasize on cost over quality. Frozen Belli-
nis garnished with rose petals end basil
made for n promising start, but the caln-
meri was insipid snd the bill for dinner
for two with a moderately priced bottle of
wine was over §245
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worthy floaty summer gesr — swayed
drunkenly in their seats over a tahle strewn
with empty wine batiles.

Mylonos has & clock ail fte own that most
vigitors quickly respect. If you're sitting
down to un evening meal at 1 or later (and,
really, no'one eats earlier, you know), end
topping that with several hours of dancing
or just & walk through the streets of Chora,
vou're unlikely to spring out of bed earty in
the morning. Thus, crowds don’t start show-
ing up at Mykonos's main beaches until the
Inte morning, or even the early sfterncon

On their own, Mykonos's beaches don’t do
much to explain the island's popalarity, The
water surrounding Mykonos 1s & crystal-
clear aquamarine, and while the beaches
themselves are starkly beauriful, they are
alsa narrow, or crowded, oocasionally rocky
and generally reached only by cratered,
dusty, twisting roads or by boat.

Paradise Beach is famous outside Myko-
nas for being one of the 1sland's wilder spats
(which is saying n lot) but seems more a
study in wellordered, well-marketed hedan-
ism, & simple half circle carpeted with lines
of beach chairs and umbrellas, it draws
hardbodies — male and female and goy and
straight — with the rype of tans last seen in
Americs in those Bain de Solell ads from the

ABOVE Diancing at Seas Satin.
LEFT The Belvedere Hotel,
kmovwn for its restaurant, also at-
tracts sunbathers.

BELOW LEFT An islander washes
his boat.

1880°s. 1t also has its share of topless wom-
en, ahaggy beach-bum guys ocen-
sional famity, all sunning themss! o
dufice hits pumped out by the rest t
that ring the bench,

The mix can be jarring. One early o

a8 a middle-aged topless woman with ol
pasly, and substantielly, augmented hres
put down har cigarette to app! NSCTY

Dolce & Gabbang shor!
tattoo-covered companions, who were smdi-
ously applying sunscreen to their six-pack
abs.

If you tire of the crowds or the hedonism
on tap at Paradise Beach, or b=
the enthysigstically named, und
Super Paradise Baach, there m
amaller ones 1o escape o, though they
often require & car or scooter
cases, stecly nerves and an 2
etting lost. It's worth
nos's roads run the gom
highways (o narrow goat traik
One of the most underuse

eixst of Chora, by
ing drive, The wide beach
sometimes windy in the
8 relentliess su
sic or beach chai
shippers of the Par
strange moonscape hill
mbave it, sprinkled with white cub
A small cove on the north end pro
the sheiter you need from me win ul
and feals a continent nway £
Si-conscious masses




